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FOREWORD 


Adult Education aims at creating an awareness among the adults about the 
social and physical environment and prompting them to action to change it to their 
betterment. It is to improve their skills and add to their knowledge for functioning 
effectively in the society. Literacy is one of the means to achieve this. The 
educational materials for the adults will be at different levels and of different types. 
The adult educational materials which follow the 350 hours of instruction envisaged 
in National Adult Educational Programme may be divided as follows, it is not 
suggested that the different sections should follow the given order. They are flexible 
and can be interspersed. 

1) 50 hours for discussion of social issues and local problems to develop spoken 
skills such as varbal reaction to suggestions, asking questions, clarity of expression 
etc., and for reading of newspapers, manuals, epics, etc., to motivate interest in 

reading. 

2) 75 hours to teach intitial literacy which includes recognition and use of 
single and conjoint letters, words and simple sentences. 

3) 50 hours of second level literacy skills leading to independent heading and 
• writing and based on general themes relating to local environment, health, social 
’•values, national goals and programmes, leadership, tales. 

4) 50 hours of numeracy which includes 4 arithmetic skills upto 3 digits and 
■ practical knowledge of monetary system, measursments, clock and calendar reading 

etc. 

5) 75 hours of third level literacy and content education and special occupa¬ 
tional interest such as agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, poultry, handi¬ 
crafts, etc., anthology, geography, etc. During these hours silent reading and inde¬ 
pendent reading will be encouraged. 

6) 50 hours for functional skills like newspapers, manuals, public notices, etc. 
and filling in forms, money orders, writing letters and petitions, preparing family 
budget, etc. 

This Adult Literacy Reader in Manipuri covers (2), (3) and (4) above and 

aims at achieving necessary literacy learning to the take off point for independent 
reading and writing. Regarding items (1) and (6) the teacher s manual will give 
detailed guidelines for instruction in the classroom. The materials for (5) may be 
taken from published materials if available or will have to be prepared by specialists 
in these fields. 

The special features of this Reader are as follows; Each lesson is very explicit 
for the teacher and even a volunteer who has no teacher training could use the 


(v) 



material. For additional guidelines the teacher’s manual could Tie used. Each 
lesson contains exercises to reinforce the skills and to evaluate the progress of 
learning. Since home assignment would be impracticable, exercises are included as 
part of the Reader. The numeracy lessons are interspersed with literacy lessons 
and they progress gradually. Use of prose is minimised in numeracy lessons. 
Wherever prose is used special care has been taken to see that their learner at that 
point is capable of reading it himself except where instructions are given. These 
lessons were written by the native speakers under the guidance of linguistic and 
literacy experts of the Institute. The services of the artists have also been utilised. 
They are, thus, a product of a team-work. They combine naturalness, authenticity 
and expertise. 

There has been debate about relative importance of creating awareness and 
developing literacy skills. These two are not separate and the materials have been 
prepared keeping their interdependence in view. There has also been a debate 
about the efficacy of different methods of teaching the initial alphabet. The reader 
is flexible in this lespect and the teacher can start with the words and sentences in 
each lesson and then explain the letters or he can do vice-versa depending on the 
nature of the learners. One of the important problems in adult education is motiva¬ 
ting the learners. I hope that this Reader creates and sustains interest and 
simultaneously develop linguistic skills. - 
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